
3/9/2015 
NAC Membership Meeting 
Teppanyaki Buffet 
7525 Tidewater Dr. 
Norfolk, VA  23505 
 
1. Club President, Will Branson, called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM. 
 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Attendees:  6 of the 9 members of the board were present. Matt Butler 
absent.  Board members present: 
 
President    Will Bransom 
Vice President                       Iva Nicolo 
Treasurer    Ned Smith 
Secretary    Ike Eisenhower 
Awards Coordinator              Tom Hubert 
Guard/Greeter   Ben Capps 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report (from Treasurer, Ned Smith accurate amounts were 
provided to me but I lost them.  These are February totals below): 
 
 Wells Fargo checking account $ 2,439.41  
 Wells Fargo savings account  $ 1,751.45 
 Fidelity money market account $ 2,574.23  
 
 Grand Total    $ 6,765.09 
 
5.  Old Business:  Wendy as the new T-shirts for sale.  Several new 
patterns with new fish on them.  Hats are also for sale.   
 
Tom Hubert reported on the Awards Banquet held 2/28 at Cypress Point 
Country Club, was a great time had by all.  Beth Synoveic was named 



Angler of the Year.  Thanks to all who came and who helped make it 
possible especially Tom.    
 
The Wireline has been coming out monthly. The Wireline will be sent at 
the end of the month.   
Please send photos and reports to Wendy at wbranfildes@gmail.com to be 
included in the Wireline. 
Next month’s meeting will be held at the Boater’s Warehouse on 
Virginia Beach Road.  Host to be announced.  
 
VMRC: 3/23 is deadline for comments about the Striped Bass.  Meeting at 
Foundry United Methodist Church on Va. Beach Blvd. on the 3/24 from 9-
3pm. 
 
Boater’s Safety Course presented by Virginia Beach Angler’s Club also is 
a Foundry UMC in VB. 4/18.  All anglers will be required to have taken a 
course by next year.  July 1 is a deadline for 50 years old and under.  
   
Canned Food Drive Community Activity.  Continues to collect canned 
goods for the Food Bank so don’t forget to bring yours each month to 
the membership meeting.  We ask all members to start bringing a couple 
of cans of foods to each meeting so we can collect a stock of foods to be 
donated to a local Food Bank during the winter months when there tends to 
be a lag in collections of food but the demand continues to grow across the 
U.S. today.   
 
6.  New Business: Great Bridge is having their annual Flea Market on 
March 14th from 8-2.  This is usually a well-attended event.  Tables are still 
available to rent. 
   
Book of Pictures from the Head Boat Trip with the Kids is available to 
look at and will be passed around tonight.  
 
The Elizabeth River Project Fish Survey is still going on and you can 
complete the survey on line at www.elizabethriver.org   They still need 
some redfish so please if you catch any turn them in.  John Brown won the 
Yeti cooler that was offered and a second Yeti cooler raffle will be done 
when all the red fish are turned in.  
  
7.  Fishing Reports:  
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JB and Ned took temps at the Jordan Bridge and they were 37 degrees.  In 
February it was 33 degrees.  Too cold for specks.  This extended cold 
below freezing has killed most of the specks in the Elizabeth River.  
Without the Dominion plant to warm them the residential fish are likely to 
have all been killed.   
Will reported going deep dropping at the Norfolk Canyon area with Beth 
and Kevin.  3-4 dogfish per blueline tile caught.  They used live Jonah 
Crabs.  Had to throw back all black sea bass because of season 
restrictions.  All BSB were vented.  No golden tiles caught.  
 
8. Speaker/Subject of the Night:   
The speaker tonight was Joe Smeno from the VMRC to report on the Stock 
Assessment of Speckled Trout.  Speckled trout are a fast growing fish 
reaching maturity by 11.5 inches.  At one year they are usually 15.75 
inches.  They grow about 4 inches per year then slow down at 2.4 yrs.  
Most larger fish are over 4 yrs. old.  In comparison Red Drum are about 40 
yrs. At 46” and Black drum are 60 yrs. At 46”.  The Stock Assessment for 
2014 covered NC & VA.  2009 was the last poor stock.  Results indicated 
that specks are not overfished and that overfishing is not occurring.  But we 
need juvenile assessments of specks, reds and blacks.  He admitted that 
some proportion of specks do travel from NC to VA.  In 2014 there was a 
significant kill across all ages of specks.  41F degrees or 5C degrees starts 
to affect them.  ’08, ’09, 2000, ’02, & 1995 were cold years.  1995 actually 
had a cold stun event.  But, 2012 was a high harvest year.  However 
information is from 4 years ago and studies are needed and will continue to 
be made on the stock each year.  He doesn’t believe the fish netted had 
that much of an effect on this year’s stock but does believe this year’s cold 
sustained over one month under freezing has hurt the stock.   
 
9. Raffle Drawing 
 
10. President Bransom adjourned the meeting at about 8:30 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ike Eisenhower 
Secretary NAC 
 



 
 
 


